& The Drama and Those Who Present It &

By GEORGE H. PICARD.

[New York Dramatle Correspondent.]

| Vienna combined—there Is a lament-
|able paucity of achievement. Neither

{the manager nor the managed is mak-
OIS Thnh &, Jonrues M'r 'ing m.w:vef Most regrettable of all is
Danfel Frohman, who s jlhe fact that dramatic art is making)
popularly credited with a |yt1e or no progress
very Intimate knowledge| Despite all this it is difficult to see
of matters theatrical, sounded a warn- | how the multiplication of theaters can ;

. . : |
Ing note against the overproduction (be a menace to dramatic expansion. |
of theaters in New York city. He gave |Isn't it rather a hopeful sign that

these modern and splendidly equipped
this city was in a position of absolute | playhouses are Tising on every side to
jeopardy. The drama, he argued, is a replace the older and less suitable
fine art which cannot meet a whole- buildings which have become archaic? |
sale demand. There are not enough Isn’t it, after all, but a laudable deter-
writers of intellectual and technical mination on the part of those into
squipment to supply the many the- whose hands the business Is committed ,

it as his opinion that the drama in

G for those who are doing it.

It isn't always that the dramatiza-
tion of a novel preserves almost the
exact literary quality of its original,
but “The Barrier,” made into a play
by Eugene W, Presbrey from Rex
Beach’s story of the same title, has
received such treatment. The result in
the play which has been running
at the  New Amsterdam theater is
imost satisfactory. Those who have
read the story may renew their ac-

1 quaintance with its people for the
4 price of a theater ticket, and those
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agrranged that a large oval panel may

be removed In summer so that the ’r
aundience may look up at the stars. In
other words, the auditorium may be

converted into a roof garden within
doors.

“The O!d Town.” the opening at-
traction at the Clobe, was devised by
George Ade in one of his most mirth-
ful moments. It is net logical or even
especially coherent, but that doesn't
seem to matter much. As a vehicle to
exploit Montgomery and Stone, droll-
est of latter day promoters of the
health inspiring guffaw, it is a notable
success. The whole piece is a triumph
of activity. Nothing or no one re-
mains quiet for an instant. The en-
trances are made with a celerity
which suggests propulsion by a cata-
pult, and the exits are reminiscent of
those of the Ben Greet players in a
sudden thunderstorm. It is all very
amusing and restful—except, perhaps,

who are introduced to these interest-
Ing folk for the first time at the the-
ater may continue t acquaintance
by reading th~ book The Barrier” is
very original and absorbing novel,
the play, with Theodore Roberts
the role of Jchn 4Gale, iIs equally
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of the ponderous
and ti.e agile and
Fostelle there has been
impersonator so worthy of

o

Since the days
Fortes
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no

female

commendation as Julian Eltinge, now
a headliner on the Pacific coast. Most
female {mpersonators are burlesquers
pure and simple and do not aim to
produce an Iillusion. The great For-
tescue appeared even less feminine
when, In the costume of a simple{ly. At the last r, the
iral maid, he sang like a basso pro-  services of Mi Lovett
“;ndu and danced like an elephant | were secured, and the egan Its
{than he did in ary street dress, | career.
|but he was a comedian of amazing| The experience was a warning 10
ability, and his preposterous makeup | the manager. In order 10 oy 5
P added to the general hilarity Kind ! ing women for next season ! as ': =
| nature has made it possi for El-| ed a man on whoss dg he
itinge to assume all the graces and »s absolutely to visit cit
personal charm of a beautiful young ch stock companie P '
woman, and his artistic perception is in search of « r s
|of such a ref i discriminating cause of tl Ia . :
| "uality that overacts 1| n is not far to seek .
| is so perfect th ent star svste n resy si
| mself at the close |system the Dl is written aroul :
ineredible that he | star, and no effort 1s n to provi >
ere marn. strong parts for the O 1€ S Wl
- | the company
: Onea W tha mnst ast -U-".g. thines | ¥ s <10 0
“-n conrt tion with the theatrical busi- {ssi arged 1
| ness at the present time is the dearth Mr. Hem
JULIAN ELTINGE, FEMALE IMPERSONATOR. | of competent leading women. The Ri- y d .
thronged with ambitious can- ‘
aters which ares constantly needing|to keep up with the procession? In for this responsible position, ! davs ag ne e
material for entertainment. these cdays of radical expansion why  but the number of women who are most promine dra !
The warning passed unheeded, The! should the theater remain ultra con- v“'l&!ﬂn}d to undertake it is very small New York ‘
theater bullding craze seems to have| servative? | indeed ently it was necessary to  went into i
daveloped into a frenzy Since the secure a leading woman for Robert | ing of t! ( \"\1
prophetic words were uttered there This must ha Edeson in his new v for o es t N i
have risen several pretentious play-| which impelled Ma No actress 1} W n t \ 5 ag .
houses, among them tha magnificent | ham to erect his to f role { best seats in 11 ".'1
Naw theater, and others are in course ter, t newes availal and th for $1 w 1 e
of erection. It has come to pass that lar favor f it position in competit all iof the increased ¢« € 8
New York city—exclusive of Brooklyn | mos to date those who believed themselves able to | penses New Y :
—now contains more than eighty the-  or elsewh M act tl part to lists. As a | to remind that ti sed ~'~L
aters, opera houses and regularly mistak his ! result of this j young of i.ving has found its j in the
equipped places of amusement. It has was ta ndon the-  men were given ) theaters, with t! reased cost of
forty playhouses of the first class. : ir eared. no one of them was able to prod Thirt ars
Contrasted with this prodigality ! enais- the ger and his star that s $1.50 was the 1 18 e f ,
equipment—more extensive than san being in th and te. It Seats a first class ter, t I
of London, with its 8,000,000 i t- old gol s, A nov- look production of als « theaters were
ents, and that of Paris, Berlin and el [eg rior is a ceiling so woul e postponed indefinite- less t toda

Bat Nelson's Next Battle.
Lightweight Champ Wiil Meet =
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By TOMMY CLARK. | “Milwaukee Whirlw n Los An- v{uf‘ fans who think Nelson cmm«)tll.»‘at out of i}
eb. 22 the good little youngster. The Dane| distressed
4 y the fact ths frries | Beles, F ¢ e . b " | <
FOUED by the fact: that-Ja ”h'”, Nelson is to receive $12,000 wi e | says himself that Wolgast is one of The wise bettors a to walt
ok -Jelmmon “'._w recelve & 1.r draw d the match is sched {the best bo ever met. Adolph|until about a week 1 > MEN are
fortune for exhibiting their G N PR proved to th g incans that he | soheduled to entsr the ring bafors
choice collection of uppercuts In Wolgast, Nelson will meet one of |was a fighter of class when he put|placing their 1 ¢ Yy want to
and jabs and the tremendous publicity | the toughest men in the game. The|Lew Powell awa Powell was con- | know how Jef s st 1e grueling
given the match, besides overshadow- boy w the name that sounds like a |sidere¢ by the coast fans to be the! preparatory wor y realize that
ing all other championship matches of |label for a new throat trouble medi- »st boy shown on the coast since| Jeffries t be per as good as
the lighter men, Bat Nelson, author, |cine has come to front over the |Jimmy Britt was in his prime. The he was when last } ) t
financler and lightweight ri:r-x:.;p-r* heads of fighters vhom the public |latest showing of Wolgast, however, | They d2 not ‘ 1@ “big wallop’
who finds himself In the background, |looked (for championsh material. | was not so flattering for his admirers. | because Johns shifty and cunning
has announced that he will take on all | Wolgast rot a ten round decision over { in Los Angeles with George | enough t what Jim Corbett
the lightweights in the world before | Nelson in Los Angeles some time ago | Men was not a star affair, and Ad | could 1 when t tter fought Jef-
the big heavyweight championship jand later beat Lew Powell, the boy |had none too much the best of 'H.‘r‘,y's' at Con New York, some
. ; - 3 futire ~ { "hilae he as give he decisijor v i ve ‘2 a9
battle takes place next July and gather | who was touted as the Iuture 1.;,11(- | ™ hile h \‘-JA‘ given . decision b | years ago .
in a8 many of Uncle Sam ;s shekels | weight champion by western authori- ‘r};n Los Angeles papers, the reports ) EAR
as Jeff or Johnson ties { sent out say that there was a majority 200,000 AUTOS THIS Y )
As a starter he will begin to muss up| The Nelson-Wolgast fight will be a 12 spectators who declared the| Automobile making is now a national
i ! . | sho have been a dr: [ L I e
the aspirations of Ad Wolgast, the big betting bout. There are a ‘.:‘.,h! should have ! n a draw. [ indust o par with other
n states that after his bout|,in. of man uring in ica.
i . N it I INal 1
with \-nl-h.s} he will take on Freddie This was best shown by the automo-
Welsh, the English champion, who has s =
- A > = bile show held in New York recently.
been hankering for a match with the T ' ) i i proved
1t ne ir 18 NAat i i eaQ,
ane for more than a year. il & N
e o ,-,;_" too, by the statistics showing the mil-

PHIL KEARNEY, CRACK TCE SKATER, WHO IS NOW IN GOOD FORM.

Betting on the Big Fight. lions of doll: ) Capinl V\\.“l\".'.z'.\”,"i

More than a lion dollars will be | thousands says o - : f » ,'.‘,!:('
wagered on the Jeffries-Johnson bat- e f“'[' fltr"
tle for the worl heavyweight title. EPLLppRTpR. § ?‘ “
It will be one of the biggest betting e "“\'__‘_“ sl
events in the history of pugilism, and '" "‘('m'»‘ i "r ,_‘:E']:' ™ (l".r";“l‘.‘”m;‘;
the indications are that Jeffries will ; Y Al iy : 21 ‘i“‘f «i
enter the ring a slight favorite over | 1917 s T il i Rl g i L
Johnson. It is the weight of the Jef-|® ¥ R located as
fries money that will give him the !
honor in the betting. 9 \f'?:‘v‘ﬂ-‘ IR sasinan .

Nearly every one in California wants | 3 f\n u»t """ r
to wager money on Jeffries. Ninety| S . I{'r“--u»; ‘-‘md 3
per cent of the Jeffries adkerents are| n.uw vork ........ 23 Nebraska® 2
not expert in doping up pugilistic| pennsyiva eees 18 Maryland ...eeepes 2
winners. With them it is the native  M: chy 14 Colorado ..... . 1
son sentiment, and then, again, they | Missouri ....... vue. 32 ISEVEER Lexieonsiay
are against the negro because he is a! 1 K
negro. svreve

The experts, men who follow ),‘.;11-23""”":"‘“ """"
ism and are supposed to enlighten the| Of this number, it may be said, 100

are legitimate makers, turning out cars

Seven-

sport followers, are about equally di-
vided. They take into consideration |that are factors in the mé
the physique and a man’s cleverness, | ty-five others produce fewer than 75

and then, again, they take the ages of | cars each and are little heard of, and

1
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the men into discussion. the others may be considered begin-
1 The men who expect and are pre- |ners, whose products may not get be-
‘div!ing that Johnson will be returned | vond the experimental state. New
the winner next July argue that Jef- | York, for example, although credited

fries has been too long out of the ring |in the official list with 23 makers, has
and during his layoff did not take |not more than substantial automo-
the best care of himself. This would | bile factories,

indicate that his wind is bad and he Taking 80 of these
could not stand up for a long fight,

cading makers

Phil Kearney, for many years cne of the best ice skaters in New York, has
been making a splendid record for himself since he joined the knights of the
steel blade In Pitgsburg. In fact, he is looked upen to make things very warm
tor the so called near champlons who are to compete in many meets scheduled
to be held in different sectiens of the country in the near future.

coupled with the reports from the parts
makers and the inspection made in
!visiting 62 prominent factories last
spring, shows the 200,000 cars for this
yvear will be divided primarily among

the kind that Johnson plans. Jeffries
ito win from the negro would have to
| knock out his man within about fifteen
| rounds. After that he would slow
"down, and Jebnson, through his cleve

s

MISCHA ELMAN, RUSSIAN VIOLINIST.

and compiling their estimates for 1910, |

man spent $200 a week advertising his! ery of tone which has baffled the efforts
attraction it was considered the !;vight:(-.‘ a host of these whe have labored
of extravagance. In these days $1,000 | for a lifetime?”

a week ig not an unusual occurrence,

“Although the price of our best seats| EARLY STAGE HISTORY.

has increased 33 1-3 per cent in thirty | Jonn Howard Pavne was frst
years, the cost of production in many | actor born in America who ever plaved
instances has increased 200 per cent.|yamlet. He was the original bo
Salaries have increased, on a general| pyamiat, having played the part at the
average, 100 per cent. Newspaper ud-"hge of seventeen at the Park
vertising has increased 200 per cent | ineater New York, in May, 1809

and billposting has increased 200 Per| Charles William Macready first ap-
cent. So from these figures one €an|pazred in New York Oct 18%6. as
readily see that the theatrical ma“'i\'irginius. The receipts for the per-
agers have in no way kept up with the i formance were $1.680

genera! increase in price of produc-| <4 Midgsummer Night's Dream”
tion, and the cost of maintenance ”-’!ﬁm geted in Aw.,,,,_.? a Nov
theaters, as shown by the figures, i8] wiih Mrs. Hilsoen as Puck, Mr

nly a slight increase in comparison !)lag Bottom, Mrs, Sharp as Titania and
the price of our best orchestra seats.” !wrs Hackett as Hermia
Ly ' The last performance at the famous
Mis Elman, the young Russian|Niblo’'s Garden in New York, whicl
whose violin playing is attracting so!opened on Aug. 6, 1827, was given by
much attention in this country, does George W. Monroe in “My Aunt Brid-
not like to be regarded as a musical | get” on March 232, 18985
prodigy. He prefers to be classed The first stage representation of

among those who have arrivad at great | “Rip Van W took

virtuosity after long and patient effort. | cinna’! in 1828, with Charles

ch an estimate of himself is charm- sons as Rip

g in a boy of nineteen who already| On Sept the iate Joseph
possecses a technique as perfeet as | Jefferson rst appeara on
that of an~ living artist and whose mu- ' the stage at ional theater, New
sical comprehension is expanding with York, at the age of eight 1 2 sword
a rapidity that amazes the expert combat with Master Titus and im-
The time has come when o1 7 personated a pirate.
of him, as was said of Jean “Nicholas ikleby was produc
at his age, “How can it be expl.i for the firs
that a youth of his ider years suc 5, 1838,
ceeds at will in pro ing that witch-' York.
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JEFFRIES WANTED
ONLY THIN SOLES.
Didn't T k He Would Need Very
Thick Footing
o Bob o well

CAN SAVE HAMMER THROW.|
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Champion Hueston Would Move First
Bail of Pyramid Out.
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Fhomas Hueston,

mpion,

‘balls had been racked u

5 !
has a new op« to increase |
| the popularit) iiur»smn?
sayvs: “Instead of ra i1p the pyra-|
mid and leaving it as at pres- {
jent, I would have a made in the|
{center of the table '.w—i
| tween the two side pocke

are 1 would have the

the pyramid, the one is ne le

on the spot on the lar tables,
moved down to this extra ot be-
| tween the side pockets. Then the
{ player would have to place the cue
!ball on the pyramid side of the object
ball. .He could cut the object ball in
the side and by making cush-

fons could get his cue ball back into
the pyramid and break the balls. The
| cus ball would have to make one or

{ more cushions before a break could be
made.”

udence i
b i P
| < 4 P
; Pene
tri s ! of
aa ' S } i
8] '}
W. S¢ T hS | e £ 18 4
Penel . .|d
< o £ } ‘ !
i fi S
s daug \ a SAVS 4 "
i I H é 4 S =
§ { ¥ i 4 i Py
t { 17 ates
it's I al sls | ¥ the s
5 s a ) ( ypat
S Y s & g 1 <
L I lers : - K up
tear 4 o -
I h f wi in W go ha Ha . P
begir IE W 1 W | ¢ inders 1 cect
ther wit t & thought wisd rriages
A Y =
= -
B E
=
-
i
?ﬁ/‘
7
%
4
i
H

HACKENSCHMIDT, WHO WANTS ANOTHER BOUT WITH
EXECUTING ONE OF HIS DANGEROUS HOLDS.

GOTCH

tecent reports from Australia state that George Hackenschmidt, “R
sian Lion,” is urging Hugh Mcintosh, the big neise in the promoting in .
antipodes, to offer a big purse for a match between himself and Fr Ge
the world's champion wrestler. As Gotch is more than auxious for a retur
bout, it is more than likely that the pair will be matched to meet shortly for a
| record breaking purse. Hackenschmidt quit in & bout with Gotch in ‘;nicxgn
twe years ago after struggling for nearly two hours.




